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Life isn't about  

waiting for the storm 

to pass.. it's about 

learning to dance in 

the rain 
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News From the President                                                                 By Louise Hall 

Greetings from the Hall household.  We are continuing to hold up, trying to make the 

best of the current situation.  Unfortunately, the future is hard to predict.  Our abilities to 

meet as a club seem to be put further down the calendar. 

The Orange County Model A Ford club board members did meet this month to discuss 

pertinent ideas and information.  As you know from last month, we have decided not to 

try to have a pancake breakfast this year and will therefore concentrate on a big come-

back breakfast for next year.  This left us with some discussion about what to do with 

details already prepared for a breakfast this year (i.e. t-shirts, donations etc.)  

We also discussed what to do and where to meet in August and September, but no def-

inite plans are made at this time.  CHOC has let us know that the room we’ve been meeting in will not be avail-

able until at least September.  Depending on the state mandates we may try meeting as early as August. We will 

need to use some creativity to make this happen.  If you have any ideas of how and where to meet, please let 

one of your board members know. 

Our most urgent message to you is to ask you to step up, and help out the club.  We will have openings for 3 

important positions on the board starting in 2021.  The President, Secretary and Treasurer will have finished 

their commitments.  Joe Goff has been appointed and confirmed by the board as the Elections Chair.  Please call 

Joe and let him know of your interest in one of these positions.  Job descriptions are printed in the by-laws sec-

tions of your roster. 

Rick and I want to thank all of 

you who drove by our home to 

wish us a happy 50th anniversary 

in June.  Our neighbors joined in 

the fun, and we were surprised 

to see our nephew and his son 

join the group.   We also en-

joyed wishing Kaci Teren a happy 

21st birthday with a drive-by at 

her office in Tustin. 

Keep driving those A’s and 

we’ll see you on the road soon! 

Louise 

 
The traditional flower of the 

month of July is the water 

lily, symbolizing joyfulness, 

fickleness and sweetness.  
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History states that red, white and blue were chosen as the colors to  

represent valor (red), liberty and purity (white), and justice and loyalty (blue)  
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My COVID-19 Kit                                                                    By Don Dormeyer 

Courtesy Bruce MacIntosh 

Continued on Page 8 
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2020 BOARD MEMBERS 

 
President –  Louise Hall 
714-282-0499/rickandlouise@socal.rr.com 
VP/Activities – Joe Goff/949-636-3879/
josecool35@cox.net assisted by Kaci 
Terens  
Secretary – Norm Kredit 
714-635-3335/leorakredit@yahoo.com 
Treasurer – Marilyn Singer Hawkins  
714-730-4026/jmsinger@pacbell.net 
Technical – Darwin Kibby 
310-938-6872/dkibby714@att.net               
Editor – Tissy Smith-Hatcher  
714-546-8554/tissysmith1@gmail.com 
Immediate Past President – Jim Runyon 
714-527-1829/jamesfrunyon@aol.com  
 
 

COMMITTEES 

 
ACCC Representative – David Knapp  
Breakfast Committee –  Terry Collings  
Club Greeter – Doris Marshall                  
Election Chairperson –  Joe Goff 
Historian & Librarian –  Steve Pavich 
Merchandise Director – Diane Gaughen 
Pancake Breakfast Setup & Coordination – 
Frank Reese, Don Ratzlaff and Richard Bolls                
Raffle – Ed Cote 
Refreshments –  Carolyn Ratzlaff and  
Dianne Runyon 
Regional Representative, SCRG  -  
Carolyn Ratzlaff 
Sunshine & Sorrow – Bob Hawkins  

We have removed all 

Committee members’ 

emails and phone  

numbers in order to  
ensure their privacy.  

Members can find this 

info in your roster.  

Due to the COVID-19 virus, the OCMAFC has not met for the months of April and May.  All 

Board meetings and General meetings, as well as special tours and breakfast gatherings were also 

canceled.  All Board activities have been by e-mails or telephone.  In March our annual Pancake 

Breakfast also had to be canceled.  The Board, at the suggestion of Special Activities Chairman 

Frank Reese, has passed a motion by majority vote to request the return of our deposit from 

the City of Orange with the intention to reschedule this special activity in early 2021. 

The months of June, July and August are not scheduled at this time due to the virus and facility 

issues with our meeting rooms at CHOC.  The  Board will continue to pursue other arrange-

ments with consideration of the safety of members and what regulations allow.  The Board solic-

its your suggestions on moving forward.  Please contact via telephone or e-mails to any Board 

member. Check the newsletter, Website or e-mail for more information as this situation 

evolves. Keep your tires up and your batteries charged until we can meet again. 

Norm Kredit, Secretary   

From: “Ford Dealer & Service Field” (not connected with the Ford Motor Company ) 

June 1929 by Czechzit Twize  

This is a personal note from your editor.  Please take this COVID-19 virus 

seriously.  I know we miss our families and friends and desperately want to 

get together to share our lives.  But, as Americans have sacrificed during war 

times, we need to do the same with this enemy.  The professionals are telling 

us that getting together, even for small gatherings, creates risks because peo-

ple aren’t wearing masks and social distancing.  Please be safe and take all the 

precautions.  We need YOU.  ~~ Tissy Smith 

mailto:drkliesen@gmail.com
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Inventor of the 3-Position Traffic Signal 

n November 20, 1923, the U.S. Patent Office grants Patent No. 1,475,074 to 46-year-old inventor and 

newspaperman Garrett Morgan (1877-1963) for his three-position traffic signal. Though Morgan’s was not the 

first traffic signal (that one had been installed in London in 1868), it was an important innovation nonetheless: 

By having a third position besides just “Stop” and “Go,” it regulated crossing vehicles more safely than earlier 

signals had. 

Morgan, the child of two former slaves, was born in Kentucky in 

1877. When he was just 14 years old, he moved north to Ohio to 

look for a job. First he worked as a handyman in Cincinnati; next he 

moved to Cleveland, where he worked as a sewing-machine repair-

man. In 1907, he opened his own repair shop, and in 1909 he added 

a garment shop to his operation. The business was an enormous 

success, and by 1920 Morgan had made enough money to start a 

newspaper, the Cleveland Call, which became one of the most im-

portant black newspapers in the nation. 

Morgan was prosperous enough to have a car at a time when the 

streets were crowded with all manner of vehicles: Bicycles, horse-

drawn delivery wagons, streetcars and pedestrians all shared downtown Cleveland’s narrow streets and 

clogged its intersections. There were manually operated traffic signals where major streets crossed one anoth-

er, but they were not all that effective: Because they switched back and forth between Stop and Go with no 

interval in between, drivers had no time to react when the command changed. This led to many collisions be-

tween vehicles that both had the right of way when they entered the intersection. As the story goes, when 

Morgan witnessed an especially spectacular accident at an ostensibly regulated corner, he had an idea: If he de-

signed an automated signal with an interim “warning” position—the ancestor of today’s yellow light—drivers 

would have time to clear the intersection before crossing traffic entered it. 

The signal Morgan patented was a T-shaped pole with three settings. At night, when traffic was light, it could be 

set at half-mast (like a blinking yellow light today), warning drivers to proceed carefully through the intersec-

tion. He sold the rights to his invention to General Electric for $40,000. 

https://www.history.com/th is-day-in-history/garrett-morgan-patents-three-position-traffic-signal  

https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/kentucky
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/ohio
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/garrett-morgan-patents-three-position-traffic-signal
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A Pop Up Drive?                                                                                   By: Steve Pavich 

 

Jim Persons and I did an abbreviated drive with our Model A's 

this morning driving south on PCH from Huntington Beach to-

ward Laguna Beach.  Unfortunately, Jim's car started backfiring 

causing us to make a U-turn just before the Huntington Beach 

Pier and return home.  We did not immediately determine the 

cause of the backfiring but suspect a wire that may be shorting 

out causing a pause in electricity to the spark plugs.  Jim is a 

good mechanic and problem solver so he'll figure out what the 

problem is and we'll schedule another cruise.   

Members interested on joining us on an "unofficial. non-sanctioned cruise" can 

let me know they are interested and I'll give them the details. The date is 

Wednesday, July 8 at 9:30 a.m.  We'll meet in the parking lot of the Hunting-

ton Beach Marine Wildlife Center on Warner at PCH. 

Turns out there was a  

marble in the ashtray 

(Continued from Page 4) 
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Ed Cote in a period 
outfit .  Joining him 

was Bev Marsh. 

Just to prevent a small electrical problem from becoming an even bigger one, many of us like to install a fuse on our 

Model A. You've all seen them, the little fuse holder that mounts to the side of the starter switch, holds a little glass 

fuse, and connects to the solid yellow wire.  A great idea, but it has a few weaknesses. 

First, an open fuse holder like this will eventually corrode as it is exposed to the elements.  Oil mist and road 

grime will collect it and give you a bad connection. Vibration from the engine will loosen up the little metal clips 

that the fuse snaps down into. With time, this little fuse holder becomes a trouble spot in your electrical system. 

I've seen it several times on tours. 

It is possible to purchase a molded fuse holder with a waterproof cover that snaps securely over the fuse (see 

photo). It uses a flat, blade-type fuse that can be obtained in any amp rating you need. They work on 6 volt or 12 

volt cars. You splice it into the wiring harness and solder the connections (not just crimp them on). Cover with 

woven loom to hide everything except the fuse itself and it disappears (mostly). Much better. 

I'm often asked where to put the fuse. If you only put it on the solid yellow wire at the starter switch, if it ever 

blows while driving, your engine will die right there. This might be at a very bad time to have no power, when 

you really need your engine running. It could be dangerous. 

Most shorts that would cause a fuse to blow are in the lights or the horn. I recommend putting fuses in the 

two solid yellow wires coming off of the generator (alternator) that go to the headlight switch and the horn. If 

one of these fuses blows, you won't have lights or a horn, but your engine will still run. Figure out how much 

current your lights draw and put a fuse about 25% bigger than that on that wire. The same with horn wire. If you 

accidentally use too small of a fuse, it will blow and you replace it with one of a slightly higher amp rating. 

Once you have installed these first two fuses, then you add a third fuse to the yellow wire coming off of the starter 

switch. Use a fuse amperage here that is a bit bigger than the s you used for lights and horn. This becomes your pro-

tection against a really big problem in all of the wires besides lights and horn (like ammeter and associated wires).  

This fuse should not blow if you have a short in the lights or horn, so the engine will keep running and you can limp 

home (without horn or stop lights -- be careful). But if you have a major short, one capable of starting a fire, the 3rd 

fuse will blow 

and save your 

car. 

This is one 

of my more 

complicated 

Tech Tips. I 

hope it helps 

your car stay 

safe and relia-

ble. I'm al-

ways open to 

feedback. 

Have a Model 

A Day! Jim 
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“When a woman can’t afford a new dress, she buys new costume jewelry 

to brighten up her old ones.” I found this quote in a 1930 article dis-

cussing fashion. To me, it highlights the austerity of many of the 

working-class women of the Model A years. While a working wom-

an could not afford to buy a new dress frequently, she could be a 

master at changing her looks with accessories Dress clips were a 

new fashion embellishment that could be purchased inexpensively to 

bring new life to last season’s wardrobe. 

Read the full article on the MAFCA Website at http://

www.mafca.com/ef_articles.html and learn how dress clips were 

used in daily fashion during the Model A years! 

Dress Clips – A Small but Classic Accessory  

www.MAFCA.com July 2020 

Clip on Some Elegance                                                            By: Sherry Winkinhofer 

Northwest Missouri Model A Ford Club 

http://www.mafca.com/ef_articles.html
http://www.mafca.com/ef_articles.html
http://www.MAFCA.com
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Post Office Box 10595 
Santa Ana, CA 92711 

E-mail: info@ocmafc.org 

Next General Meeting 
7:30 PM 

[Second Thursday of every month] 

Next Meeting Some Day Soon 

CHOC Hospital Complex 

1201 W La Veta, Clinic Bldg | 2nd Floor, 

Orange, CA 92868  

 

 

From Main Street, turn east on to Providence Ave. and immediately on your right, enter the 

structure  and park on the second level.  Meetings are held in Building 2 in the Wade Educa-

tion Center-2nd Floor.  Access meeting room through the double door entry off the 2nd 

Floor parking structure 

ORANGE COUNTY 

MODEL A FORD 

CLUB 

Dedicated to the History and Preservation of the Model A Ford 

We are on the Web!
www.ocmafc.org 

Return Address: 

Post Office Box 10595 

Santa Ana, CA 92711 

To: 


